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Childrenôs activities are  
available each Sunday. 

Sunday Services -- 10:30 am 

 

 

Well spring has finally sprung and I am so glad! Everyone 

seems to be in a better mood. Those of us who attended the 

Cluster Meeting on Saturday and/or the Sunday service were 

inspired by the positive and inspiring message of the Rever-

end Mark Morrison - Reed.  As one of the few UU ministers of 

color he has a unique perspective on racism and how our 

world is changing.  He had some wonderful stories to share.  

   

At the Cluster Meeting we also heard from Jim Key who is the 

President of the Board of the Thomas Jefferson District.  He 

discussed the upcoming District Meeting, which will take 

place April 30 - May 1at St. Helenõs Island, SC.  There will be 

several important discussions and votes at the District Meet-

ing, including proposals to change the name of the District 

and to move to a policy based governance model, and he 

urged all the congregations to discuss the issues and send 

their full number of delegates.  UUCG is entitled to two dele-

gates based on our membership numbers; the deadline for 

their selection is April 16 th .  The Board has decided to call a 

Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, April 11 th , after 

the Service, to discuss the proposals and elect our delegates.  

Also at the meeting members of the Strategic Long Range 

Plan Committee will present a draft of the Strategic Long 

Range Plan (SLRP) for discussion and feedback.  

Presidentôs Notes 

   The UUCG 

Presidentôs Notes

   PREZ NOTES (continued on page 3) 

April 4, Easter  

Set Me Free! 

 Rev. Ann Marie  

 

April 11  

The Little Willie Center  

Marvin  Arrington  

 

April 18  

This I Believe   

Rev. Ann Marie  

 

April 23  

Celebrating Earth Day  

Rev. Ann Marie  



One of my most favorite parts of living in 

Eastern North Carolina is the blooming 

trees!  They are such wonderful reminders 

of the splendor of life springing forth after 

the grey, cold days of winter!   

 

I see the flowering trees, shrubs and plants 

and canôt help but think of how UUCG is 

blooming, too! 

 

Youôll soon hear about the Strategic Long 

Range Plan.  I hope you will be as im-

pressed with the Vision of who we want to 

become as I am.  I hope you will see the 4 

goals as perfectly reflecting what you have 

been saying about how you want UUCG to 

blossom!   

 

It is so clear that UUism in Eastern North 

Carolina is in bloom.  It was easy to see as 

over 70 UUôs from Peace Fellowship in 

Raleigh, Rocky Mount, Edenton, the Outer 

Banks, Morehead City, New Bern, Wil-

mington, and Outlawôs Bridge overfilled 

our building on March 20th. 

 

The next day, Sunday, March 21st, our 

sanctuary was filled to capacity with mem-

bers, friends and many visitors eager to 

hear from the Rev. Mark Morrison-Reed.  

 

  . . . of Rev Ann Marie Alderman 

#ÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚ beacon is Tuesday, April 20 th at 8:00 pm 

He filled us with a message of hope that I 

believe our not-yet-UU neighbors in East-

ern North Carolina, (if we can learn to say 

it with the same heart felt emotion like he 

did) will be thrilled to hear!   

 

It has clearly been a tough winter!  Loss, 

grief and illness has gripped our commu-

nity.  But, love has kept us together and I 

see, feel and hear the season turning. Now 

is the time to spring forth with new life!   

 

I know you will find your way to celebrate 

the splendor of UUCG!  I see you blossom-

ing already!  I hear it when you sing.  I see 

it when you smile.  I feel it when you are 

transformed with the energy of new life. 

 

Ah, you are my most favorite part of living 

in Eastern North Carolina!  

 

Rev. Ann Marie 
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Reflections 

 
 



PREZ NOTES (continued from page 1) 

Our Pledge Campaign is now in full swing.  All members should be receiving invitations to a 

stewardship gathering sometime in the next few weeks.  Please contact Tom Thielen, Steward-

ship Committee Chair, if you do not receive an invitation.  The gatherings usually involve lots 

of food, fellowship, and sharing.  Learning what our congregation means to other members 

and friends is inspirational and gives one a whole new perspective and appreciation of our 

special fellowship.  The results of our Pledge Campaign are the primary source of our operat-

ing budget so it is critically important that our campaign this year is successful.  Your pledges 

this year are what have paid for our new Choir Director, Youth RE Director, and our building 

improvements.  We know that the economic challenges faced by some of our members and 

friends are immense and that some of their pledges cannot be fulfilled.  If you are facing that 

situation please talk with Reverend Ann Marie.  If you are one of our luckier members or 

friends please consider increasing your next yearõs pledge when you receive your pledge card.  

Our goal this year is to raise $93,000, which is a 10% increase over the pledges made for this 

fiscal year. Everyone will be asked to help us reach that goal.  This will be when we will want to 

ask ourselves why we pledge and what UUCG means to us, our families, and our communities.  

  

The Committee on Ministry (COM) is in the process of conducting the recommended ministe-

rial evaluation of Reverend Ann Marie.  The COM members and Board of Trustees will all com-

plete individual evaluation forms that will then be combined to create each groupõs evaluation.  

We are soliciting input from members and would encourage all members to share their opin-

ions with any Board member.  

 

This spring will be bringing lots of shared activities and fellowship to be enjoyed by our mem-

bers.  The Menõs and Womenõs groups are meeting, the Choir is going to be attending the Dis-

trict Choirfest in Winston Salem, and the Fundraising Committee is planning a bigger and bet-

ter combination Car Wash/Bake Sale/Plant Sale/Cook - Out Fundraising Extravaganza!  We are 

waiting to hear about the results of our March 17th McAllisterõs Community Day; it is such an 

easy and fun way to raise money.  Our Congregational Annual Meeting will take place on May 

23 rd.  Please say òyesó if you are contacted by a member of the Nominating Committee and 

asked to serve in a leadership position.   

PREZ NOTES (continued on page 4) 
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Affirming the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person 



 

PREZ NOTES (continued from page 3) 

We want all of our members and friends to find their niche at UUCG. If you have an idea for a new group or 

activity that you would like to explore please talk to any Board member, to Reverend Ann Marie, or to the 

Chair of the Committee that your idea may be related to.  The Committee Chairs and their contact infor-

mation are listed on the UUCG website.  Great ideas sometimes come from the most unexpected begin-

nings.        In Gratitude and Covenant,  Patrice Alexander President UUCG Board of Trustees 2009 - 2010  

0ñîûî êûî õøýü øï íòïïîûî÷ý ĀêĂü ýø ô÷øĀ Āñêýsü ñêùùî÷ò÷ð êý 11ć#I 

 

¶ Join the uucg yahoo group!  uucg@yahoogroups.com  

 

¶ Read the UUCG facebook page!   

 

¶ Check out the UUCG website   www.uugreenvillenc.org  

 

¶ Check out the UUCG calendar on the UUCG website!  

 

¶ Call Rev. ann Marie 252 -414 -4076  

 

¶ Read the Beacon!  

 

¶ Come to a Sunday Service!  

 

¶ Make sure UUCG has your current e - mail address and phone number!  

Email uucg@uugreenvillenc.org or call 355 -6658  
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Affirming justice, equity and compassion towards all 

 

The Ambience Committee is proud to offer a new art exhibit to grace our 

walls. The works of Karen Silinsky include photography, printmaking, and ceram-

ics.  She is an MFA candidate in Fine Arts at East Carolina University. Karen says 

that her focus is on buildings that reference structures in this area, particularly 

barns and outbuildings on farm and rural land.  Her goal is to capture them in the 

moment with emphasis on their varying states of beauty, decay and transient exis-

tence. 

 

The congregation will host a reception for the public on Friday, April 16, from 

5:30 to 7:30pm.  Please bring your family and friends. 
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Apri l  2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

        01 

 

02 03 

10am» Building 

Cleaning  

 

04 

9:15am» The 

Forum  

10:30am» Worship 

Service  

  

05 

 

06 

8:30am» Breakfast 

at Cracker Barrel  

5:15pm» Worship 

Committee Meet-

ing  

 

07 

5:30pm» Building 

Your Own Theology  

7pm» Choir Practice  

08 

6:30pm» Social 

Action Committee  

 

09 

  

10 

9am»  Grounds 

Workday  

11 

9:15am» The 

Forum  

10:30am» Worship 

Service  

11:45am» Special 

Congregational 

Meeting  

7pm» UU Medita-

tion Group  

12 

 

13 

8:30am» Breakfast 

at Cracker Barrel  

 

14 

5:30pm» Building 

Your Own Theology  

7pm» Choir Practice  

15 

  

16 

5:30pm» Art 

Reception  

17 

10am» Building 

Cleaning  

18 

9:15am» The 

Forum  

10:30am» Worship 

Service  

4pm» Greenweavers 

CUUPS monthly 

meeting  

 

19 

  

7pm» Board 

Meeting  

20 

8:30am» Breakfast 

at Cracker Barrel  

8 pm>> Newsletter 

Contribution Dead-

line 

21 

5:30pm» Building 

Your Own Theology  

7pm» Choir Practice  

22 

 

7:30pm» UU 

Men's Group  

23 24 

9am» First Born 

Food Distribution  

10am» Building 

Cleaning  

25 

9:15am» The 

Forum  

10:30am» Worship 

Service  

5:30pm» UU 

Roddenberry Circle  

26 

  

27 

8:30am» Breakfast 

at Cracker Barrel  

 

28 

5:30pm» Building 

Your Own Theology  

7pm» Choir Practice  

29 

 

30 

1pm» Women's 

Lunch Group  

  

This calendar is a listing of all UUCG congregational events for the 

month at the time of printing.  To see other events hosted at UUCG and 

the most up to date calendar  of all events go to the UUCG website! 

http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100401
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100402
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100403
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100403
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100403
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100403
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100404
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100405
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=930&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=930&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=930&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=930&date=20100406
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100407
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100408
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=886&date=20100408
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=886&date=20100408
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=886&date=20100408
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100409
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100410
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=48&date=20100410
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=48&date=20100410
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=48&date=20100410
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=952&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=952&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=952&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=559&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=559&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=952&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=559&date=20100411
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100412
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100413
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100413
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100413
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100413
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100414
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100415
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100416
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=951&date=20100416
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=951&date=20100416
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=951&date=20100416
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100417
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100417
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100417
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100417
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=760&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=760&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=760&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=760&date=20100418
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100419
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=583&date=20100419
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=583&date=20100419
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=583&date=20100419
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100420
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100420
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100420
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100420
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100421
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100422
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=801&date=20100422
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=801&date=20100422
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=801&date=20100422
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100423
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=574&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=574&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=574&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=827&date=20100424
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=602&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=602&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=948&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=625&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=602&date=20100425
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100426
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100427
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100427
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100427
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=662&date=20100427
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=946&date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=858&date=20100428
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100429
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/day.php?date=20100430
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=923&date=20100430
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=923&date=20100430
http://www.uugreenvillenc.org/webcalendar/view_entry.php?id=923&date=20100430


News from Youth RE   

 

I love springtime.  Everywhere you look you 

see things growing, from your own yard, your 

neighbor's garden and right here in our congre-

gation!  We're literally growing more children, 

with new babies due to arrive later this 

fall.  With that in mind, we need to prepare the 

nursery area for their arrival.  We've already 

begun adding toys that are more appropriate 

for children under the age of 2.  We'd like to 

add a small port-a-crib and infant swing to our 

space over the summer and we are even think-

ing about some ways to gate off sections of the 

nursery so the children that don't yet walk can 

play safely in the same room as our very ram-

bunctious preschoolers.  If you have any of 

these items to donate, or would like to contrib-

ute financially, please contact Kimberly or my-

self. 

  

Our growth doesn't end there!  Our Tweens are 

growing quite a knowledge of Jewish and 

Christian theology to add to their own per-

sonal "toolbox".  The Tweens aren't just pas-

sively listening either! They are expressing 

their own insights and interpretations of the 

actions of the individuals portrayed in the To-

rah and Bible, much as we would expect from 

budding UUs!  Not to be left out when it comes 

to individual expression, our Primary class is 

enjoying the use of music and dance in their 

efforts to grow their knowledge of the impor-

tance of intangibles such as love, friendship 

and compassion. 

  

Continuing to grow our Youth Religious Edu-

cation program is part of the growth of our 

congregation.  This pledge-drive season you 

will hear all the reasons you should continue to 

give financially to support your religious com-

munity.  I hope you also think of other ways in 

which to offer your support.  The YRE pro-

gram would not be possible without the volun-

teer efforts of our members.  Something as sim-

ple as sharing a story and singing a silly song is 

enough to positively impact the children in our 

congregation.  It isn't difficult, but it does re-

quire your time.  If every member of our con-

gregation was to volunteer for just one Sunday 

a year we could have a year's worth of classes 

covered!  I'm willing to bet that once you vol-

unteer, you'll want to volunteer more than just 

that once. 

  

In Service, Jennifer Thielen 
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Acceptance of one another and encouragement of 
spiritual growth in our congregation 

From the Worship Committee  
 

The Worship Committee is planning an exciting and celebratory Summer Worship Se-

ÙÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎȮɯɆ2×ÐÙÐÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÝÌȭɂɯɯ6ÌɯÐÕÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÐÕÍÖÙÔɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌɯàÖÜɯ

with a variety of movement-related spiritual practices.  For example, Don English will 

lead a yoga service, and there will be a Dances for Universal Peace Sunday. If you have 

ideas and/or know of leaders who practice worshipful movement, let anyone on the 

WC know!                 Thanks. Bev Harju harjubev@yahoo.com or 258-1212. 

ɭBev Harju 

mailto:harjubev@yahoo.com


KTC Greenville Tibetan Buddhist Meditation and Study Center 

Invites you to attend a public talk and teaching April 9-10, 2010 

 

The Venerable Khenpo Karthar Rinpoche 

 

         

ñSpiritual Practice for Everyday Livingò 

Friday April 9, 2010 

7:30 PM 

 

Saturday Teaching on the ñBardoò 

Saturday April 10, 2010 

10-12   and    2:30-4:00 

 

Refuge Ceremony and Chenrezig Empowerment 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 

7 pm. 

 

                                             Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

Khenpo Karthar Rinpoche, an important teacher and author in the Karma Kagyu lineage of Ti-

betan Buddhism is coming to Greenville to teach on Buddhism and provide refuge and empow-

erment.  As abbot of Karma Triyana Dharmachakra Monastery in Woodstock, NY Rinpoche 

has for over three decades patiently guided a great variety of Western students unaccustomed to 

the ways of Himalayan Buddhist Traditions.  He imparts these teaching through the oral tradi-

tion of the Karma Kagyu practice linage. 

 

For more information call 252-752-8315 
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Promoting a free and responsible search for truth & 
meaning 

#ÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚ beacon is Tuesday, April 20 th at 8:00 pm 

The Interfaith Alliance of Eastern North Carolina meets for monthly Prayers for Peace on  

Monday, April 26 at 7 pm at UUCG.  At 7: 40 pm there will be a panel discussion on The Sa-

cred in Nature .    See www.ecinterfaith.org for more information! 



 

8 

Affirming the right of conscience and the use of the  
democratic process within our congregation and in society 

 

Naming Ourselves 

An opinion article by Rich Elkins, UUCG Past President 
 

Maybe youôve heard, the UUA District to which we be-

long, the Thomas Jefferson District, is proposing a name 

change at this yearôs District Conference.  My first reac-

tion to this, knowing that a change had been proposed in 

the past, but not approved (although narrowly) was to 

think, ñWell, apparently we decided wrong then and will 

probably keep reconsidering it until we get it right.ò  I 

know Jefferson owned slaves and even had children with 

at least one, but isnôt the history of slavery in the South 

something which we need not forget?  Is it right to judge 

historical figures by modern standards, as opposed to the 

standards of their own time?  Is changing the name just 

sweeping our history under the rug and hiding it? 
 

But first impressions aside, I didnôt feel this was a topic I 

could honestly decide upon for myself without first learn-

ing more.  Turns out that among many others frequently 

named as Historic Unitarians (or Universalists), Jefferson 

may have agreed with us on a lot of issues, put forth a lot 

of ideas that UUs like, and he may have attended a Unitar-

ian service a few times; but he was never a member of a 

Unitarian Church.  For all official purposes, he was born 

and died a Virginia Episcopalian, just one who didnôt quite 

agree with everything his church said or did.  Jefferson, 

while quite progressive for his time, questioned slavery in 

his writings, but did not go so far as to free all the slaves 

he owned, and he also believed that people of African de-

cent were inferior to Europeans and their descendants. 

 

I read accounts from the TJD-hosted UU General Assem-

bly in 1993. It was decided to hold a ñThomas Jefferson 

Ballò in which participants were encouraged to dress in 

period costume.  To this premise, there were some very 

loud questions from notable African-American GA partici-

pants (if one could even assume theyôd be invited to such a 

ball in Jeffersonôs time) ñShould we show up in rags and 

chains?ò  I also read sermons and articles by African-

American UUs about their personal feelings in regards to 

the reverence weôve given to Jefferson.  It led me to think 

about my own feelings about figures such as Jesse Helms 

and Strom Thurmond and their legacies of segregationism, 

racism, and homophobia.  How do I feel about when they 

are honored by having buildings named for them?  They 

were popular products of their time, but I donôt feel that it 

excuses their ideas and actions.  So why hold Jefferson to 

less of a standard? 

  

In the end, I determined that although an important figure in 

our history and worthy of study, Jefferson is not worthy of 

us naming our District for him.  We must never forget our 

history, but we donôt need to identify ourselves with some-

one with his history, and who wasnôt even Unitarian!  To go 

further, I question the whole process of naming our Districts 

(or Congregations) for people in the first place. 
 

While additional names may come forward for considera-

tion at the District Meeting, there are three that have already 

been proposed.  The first was ñToward Justice Districtò, 

incorporating the theme that the District has used recently, 

which keeps our TJD acronym, but emphasizes movement 

away from Jefferson.  Honestly, Iôve disliked this as a Dis-

trict name since it was first proposed.  ñToward Justiceò is a 

great theme or slogan, but I have a problem with a District 

trying to co-opt the language of our principles to try and 

show themselves as distinct from another District.  Who 

gets to be the ñInherent Worth and Dignity Districtò or the 

ñInterdependent Web District?ò  Names of Districts should 

only be used to distinguish where we come from, and 

names of this sort imply to me that one is trying to show 

that their District is somehow distinct, not in its geography, 

but that they are somehow more UU or more progressive 

than another.  My last problem with this name is that it does 

what it intended to do; that is to keep the TJD letters.  Hon-

estly, as long as we are the TJD, it still refers back to Tho-

mas Jefferson, and people may not even recognize that there 

has been a change.  I oppose any name change that does not 

also leave ñTJDò behind. 

 

The second proposal is ñTowne-Jordan Districtò (Jordan 

pronounced ñJer-den.ò  This is a lovely, well-thought-out-

and-balanced name honoring 2 notable people from our 

regionôs UU history, neither of whom Iôd ever heard of.  

One is from South Carolina; one is from Virginia. (Iôll with-

hold my native North Carolinian judgment that neither of 

those is a good thing.)  One was a Unitarian; one a Univer-

salist.  One is a man, the other, a woman; one was white, 

the other black.  A wonderful name, but one I oppose for 

everything that it is... specifically that the names were 

picked to still fit the ñTJDò acronym as with ñToward Jus-

ticeò above, AND that it is naming us for peopleé people 

Iôd never heard of or know much about.  I know they each 

did some wonderful things, but I donôt know their histories 

enough to be confident that there arenôt skeletons in either 

closet, the reason I donôt like naming for a person or people 

anyway. 

 

(continued on page 9) 
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Affirming the goal of world community & peace,  
liberty and justice for all 

Happy Birthday to Everyone  
Celebrating a Birthday in April!!  

__________________________________________ 

 
 

- Heidi Luchsinger and Alan Bailey 

  (Membership Committee Co-Chairs) 

Pat Dix 4/1 

Cameron  Baker 4/4 

Mary Schatz-Grootveld 4/4 

Tracy Donohue-Stine 4/5 

Sean Stayton 4/6 

Joan Sachtjen 4/8 

Sandra Morris 4/12 

Rebecca Gade 4/14 

Ray Sobel 4/23 

Patrick Tesh 4/23 

Billie Mallison 4/24 

Mona Lang 4/25 

Patricia Anderson 4/27 

Mary Yahnker 4/29 

Paul  Alston 4/29 

      

Get Ready for Spring Car 
Wash 

 

The spring Car Wash will be May 15th at 

the church.  Volunteers are needed to 

wash cars and help with the event indoors 

and out.  Cars are also needed.  We will 

have a 50/50 raffle and refresh-

ments.  Make sure to put us on your calen-

dar and tell all your friends.  Contact Feryl 

masters 975-2020, oferyl@gmail.com or 

Claudia Sundman 252-558-0741 home or 

252-412-1382 cell or summer-

thor@summerthor.com. 

(Naming Ourselves continued from page 8) 

 

The final proposal for the Districtôs name is ñAtlantic 

Southeast District.ò  When I saw the name, I immedi-

ately fell in love with it.  I am a geographer, after all.  

Currently, there are 19 Districts in the UUA. 4 (Ballou 

Channing, Clara Barton, Joseph Priestly, and Thomas 

Jefferson) are named for people, and all 4 are on the east 

coast. The other 15 all have some form of geographic 

name.  If I hear that someone is the District Executive 

from the ñMetro New Yorkò or ñPacific Northwestò 

District, I know pretty much where they are from.  

ñBallou Channingò doesnôt tell me a thing other than 

ñmaybe somewhere in New England?ò  The ASD name 

meets all my requirements.  It isnôt a reworked ñTJD;ò it 

isnôt named for a person; and it tells me, and anyone 

else, where we are located.  Lastly, not that it is impor-

tant, but an unintended benefit is that it would move us 

from last to first when the Districts are listed alphabeti-

cally. 

 

I hope youôll agree with me to encourage our delegates 

to the District Convention to agree that we should 

change our name, to not try and preserve the ñTJDò leg-

acy, and to pick the appropriately descriptive ñAtlantic 

Southeast Districtò as our new name. 

mailto:oferyl@gmail.com
mailto:summerthor@summerthor.com
mailto:summerthor@summerthor.com


Staff  
 
Minister : Rev Ann Marie Alderman 
Religious Education Dir:  Kimberly Scholl 
President : Patrice Alexander 
Vice President : Theresa Sparrow 
Secretary : Susan Foreman 
Treasurer : Brenda Stewart 
Music Director: Mort Stine 
Choir Director:  Stephen Brand 
Office Administrator : Michelle Covi 
 
 

 

#ÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚ beacon is Tuesday, April 20 th at 8:00 pm 

Committee Chairs  
 
Building and Grounds: Feryl Masters, 
 Richard Weir & Terry Shank 

Endowment: Bill Paulson 
Finance: Paul Alston 
Hospitality: Kathy Weigel & Tracy 
 Donohue 
Membership: Alan Bailey & Heidi 
 Luchsinger 
Religious Education: Jennifer Thielen 
Social Action: Pat Tesh & Tom Long 
Worship: Bev Harju 

Respecting the interdependent web of all existence of 
which we are a part 

The Unitarian Universalist  
Congregation of Greenville  

131 Oakmont Drive  
Greenville, NC 27858  

355-6658 


